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Marie Van Vorst Achieves New Success. 


O become a painter without a single lesson is unusual. But to paint. 


a picture at 53, never before having had brush in hand—a picture 
which critics commend—may be called an achievement. Such has been the 
experience of Marie Van Vorst, the American novelist. She painted her 
first picture last July. She has painted some fifty since then. Of these 
fifty she has sold seven. 


All of Waterfront Run By Woman. 


T the end of Market street, San Francisco, stands the Ferry building, 
a monument to the greatest state-owned utility in the West. Pre- 
siding over the miles of docks, wharves and warehouses is a sweet-faced 
and sweet-voiced young woman, Miss Hilda Gorman. As secretary of 
the Harbor Commission, Miss Gorman is in practical command. Miss 


Gorman’s quiet effectiveness has made San Francisco’s $50,000,000 harbor 


the model of the United States. 


England Elects Third Woman M. P. 


HE third woman member of Parliament—Mrs. Hilton Philipson— 

was elected to Parliament as Conservative member for the Berwick- 
upon-Tweed division of Northumberland June 3. Mrs, Philipson, who 
was successful as an actress—her stage name is Miss Mabel Russell— 
was also considered popular as a candidate. As in the case of the other 
women members of Parliament, Lady Astor and Mrs. Wintringham, she 
succeeds to a seat formerly occupied by her husband, although he was 
elected on the Liberal ticket. 


NOTES THE WEEK 


HE Sweden Riksdag has recently approved a bill under which women 

are admitted on the same footing as men to the public services, with 
the exception of the military and kindred services, the church and presiding 
judgeships in the highest provincial courts. 


Women Enter Auto Sales Field. 


WOMAN sales force for Chevrolet automobiles has been organized 

by the Anderson-Smith Motor Company in Washington, D.C. This 
is a distinct innovation in the automobile business and is being watched 
with interest, and, in fact, not a small amount of. skepticism by other well- 
known automobile dealers. 

The new department of the local Chevrolet organization is in charge 
of Miss Ann Weinreich, and if her past successes are any indication her 
work in this new venture will be a crowning achievement for the Anderson- 
Smith Motor Company. | 


Presbyterians Now Limit Divorces. - 


ULES of the United Presbyterian Church of North America with 
regard to the right of certain divorced persons to remarry have 
been made more stringent by the General Assembly which recently con- 
vened in Buffalo, N. Y. 

The church formerly granted the right of remarriage to the innocent 


persons in divorce cases, based either on infidelity or desertion. 


Under the article which tightens the: code, remarriage is permissible 
only in the case of an innocent person in a divorce based on infidelity. 


German Women Win Over 
Vice. 


HE first step has been won 
in the struggle against a 
double standard of morals 
which has been waged for years 
by the women of the German 


Woman’s National Party. Laws ~ 


for combatting the spread of 
venereal diseases have gone up 
for their second reading in the 
German Reichstag and it is 
believed will almost certainly 
become effective in a short time. 
While these particular laws are 
principally concerned with pure- 
ly hygenic measures, the women 
interested have pointed out that 
they must not be permitted to 
remain limited to these meas- 
ures, but must also be extended 
to meet the questions of prophy- 
laxis and a — of prosti- 
tution. 

The German women are pro- 
testing against the regularized 
prostitution which is systemati- 
cally permitted by the French 
commanders in the regions now 
occupied by the French, and are 
using every effort for the pre- 
vention of any form of legal- 
ized prostitution. 


cerned. 


ABOUT THE BUSH WILLIE 


HE following ‘debate recently eae place in the British House of Com- 
mons and indicates what.an impasse men come to when they insist 
upon upholding sex discriminations : | 


Mr. Becker—I wish to ask your ruling, Mr. Speaker, on a question 
with regard to the seating accommodation in this house for visitors—I refer 
to the seats under the gallery, and I want to know if men and women can- 
not be placed upon an equality so far as watching this debate is con- 
I want to know whether it would be possible for you, Mr. 
Speaker, to rule that four ladies can sit under the gallery with five men? 

Mr. Speaker—I would not like to contest the honorable member’s idea 
of the division, but I would like to tell him and the House that ladies have 
at present the larger opportunity in the galleries, and I could not see my 
way to further increase it. ii 

Mr. Penny—Would it not be possible to consider the advisability of 
utilizing that part of the house for members and do away with it alto- 
gether for visitors? 

Mr. Speaker—I think it is a very useful place for visitors on certain 
occasions when bills are under consideration which require expert ad- 
visers. I think this is necessary and it is especially useful in that way. 

Mr. Grattan Doyle—In view of the equaliy of the sexes, has not the 
time arrived when all the galleries and all the accommodation for visitors 
should be thrown open to men and women alike? 


Mr. Speaker—I think there are still a few ladies who like to be by . 


themselves. 

Mr. Peto—May I ask whether you will not consider what I think is a 
much more reasonable suggestion, that there should be some equality in the 
accommodation provided for men and ladies to listen to the debates in 
this house; and whether, in order to arrive at that result, you would not 
allocate certain benches above the clock exclusively to men as a counterpoise 
to the ladies’ gallery, which is open exclusively to ladies. 

Mr. Speaker—The honorable member is asking me to divide husband 
from wife, and that I cannot contemplate doing. 


Young Russian Woman Serves 
As Judge. 


NNA GUZMAN presid- 

ing over a district depart- 
ment of justice in Moscow re- 
cently was obliged to condemn 
seven men to death for 
robbery and assault. She at- 
tracted the attention of the Min- 
ister of Justice several months — 
ago by her services in the 
Ukraine. She was then called 
to Moscow as one of the presi- 
dents of the district departments 
of justice. 

The condemned men were 
members of a band of robbers 
led by Sergius Miranoff, who 
had recently committed several 
robberies and murders in a 
clothing factory. The young 
brother of Miranoff, who was 
under 18 years of age, escaped 
with a sentence of ten years’ im- 
prisonment with hard labor. 
Those associated with Miss 
Guzman, declare that her judg- 
ments are equally as good and 
rather better than those of the 
majority of the men filling simi-_ 
lar positions. 


Equal Rights 
Sweden Extends Opportunities to Women. 


June 23, 1923 


XTRACTS from the steno:  JNTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 


graphic report of the first Inter- 


national Congress of Working’ Wom- WORKING WOMEN AND _ spoke as follows: 


en (held in Washington, D. C., in 


1919), were given in an earlier issue SPECIAL LABOR LAWS FOR WOMEN 4q,,°s,:?%tit! Congress was, 


of Equal Rights showing the opposi- 

tion of the Scandinavian and Czecko- 

Slovakian delegates to special labor laws for women. In response to 

requests for the complete report of the speeches and resolutions taking 

this position at the Convention, we are now printing these speeches and 

resolutions in their entirety. , : 
The only stenographic report of this Congress in existence, so far as 

is known, is in the Library of the Department of Labor at Washington, 

District of Columbia. | | 

The Congress passed one resolution declaring for industrial equality. 

It reads: 


The First International Congress of Working Women requests 
the First International Conference of Labor of the League of 
Nations that an international convention establish: 

1. For all workers a maximum eight-hour day and a forty-four 
hour week. 

2. That the weekly rest period shall have an uninterrupted 
duration of at least one day and a half. | 

3. That in continuous industries a minimum rest period of one- 
half hour shall be accorded in each eight-hour shift. 


The discussion on special labor laws for women was opened on the 
afternoon of November 4th, by Dr. Sundquist, delegate from Sweden, who 
said : 


‘As I am obliged to leave tomorrow, I am very glad to have 
the opportunity of reading the address from the Trade Organiza- 
tion of Sweden from which I am a delegate. . 

“To the International Congress of Working Women in Wash- 
ton: 
“ ‘While emphasizing the necessity of providing for adequate 
protection against child labor, the regulation of juvenile labor con- 
ditions and the introduction for men and women of an eight-hour 
working day, a yearly rest season, extended labor inspection, ef- 
fectual measures against unemployment, equal pay for equal 
work, we wish to point out, in accordance with the views earlier 
set forth by us, and in accordance also with the program published | 
this year by the ‘Comite Feminin Francais du Travail,’ that we 
do not approve the principle of a special protective legislation 
for women except in cases of maternity. | 

“*The Swedish Social Democratic Women's Associations 
signatories of this statement did not endorse the Berne confer- 
ence of 1906 (although it was officially approved by our country ) 
on the ground that, in our opinion, legislation of this kind tends 
to restrain the scope of activity for women excluding them from 
many suitable and remunerative occupations. To continue along 
the lines of special legislation for women previously entered upon, 
as night work prohibition or the introduction of obligatory shorter 
working hours for women, would be bad policy, especially at the 
present time when the establishing of general efficient protective 
legislation (providing also for men) seems to be imminent. 

“*The necessity of providing economic support for mothers __ 
and children, on the other hand, has unfortunately not received 
sufficient consideration, An efficient maternity benefit should. 
therefore be established for all women. For women, sole re- 
sponsible providers for children, the community should furnish 
adequate guarantee as to assistance in the form of pensions to 
be paid to widows’ children and substantial support also for chil- 
dren and other mothers left alone with the burden of support. 

“‘*We voice the hope that this Congress will see to it that the 
rights of women as citizens and individuals are vindicated and 
that substantial assistance be afforded women in the exercise of 
their maternal duties.” 


“Stockholm, September, 1919. 
“For the Central Board of Social-Democratic Women. 
“Anna Sterky, President. 
“Anna Lundborgen, International Secretary.” 
“For the Trade Co-Organization of Social Democratic 
Women. 


“Armande Frosell, President. 
“Anna J. Bisborg, Treasurer.” 


- women in printing trades and 
the counsel of. the women 
employed thus was taken. It was stated repeatedly by the women 
who had been employed as typesetters that they in no wise felt 
any harmful consequences physically of their calling when em- 
ployed in shops that were well ventilated, clean and which pro- 
vided short working hours and adequate wages. According to 
the findings of one of the leading Czech physicians, Dr. Honza- 
kora, work in printing shops that are unsanitary in appointment 
is just as harmful to men as to women. It is our opinion that 
only women in pregnancy should be excluded from some callings. 
“It is necessary to remember that excessive carefulness of 
woman cripples her individual development. It is necessary to 
protect the rights of women and to afford them a free choice of 
occupation and to secure for them equal pay for equal work. 
Prohibition of work in certain lines is a very good thing but at 
other times its value is problematical. It is surely acknowledged 
that the physical condition of a man has equally an effect on the 
health and strength of the offspring. Therefore, we consider it 
necessary to provide for the thorough sanitation of workrooms 
and the prohibition of smoking in closed shops.” 


“This resolution was approved by the Resolutions Committee 
after all the resolutions had been discussed and read on this 
subject. 

“Be it Resolved, That an International Convention of the 


‘League of Nations prohibits night work for men and women 


except in industries which are continuous by reason of public 
necessity.’ ” 


“I am going to ask Mrs. Schwartz to mention the countries 
who specified night work should be prohibited for men as well as 
for women. * * * It is interesting to know that a number 
of countries are acting for both men and women to make the 
prohibition of night work effective as far as possible.” 


Mrs. Schwartz replied: 


“We have a resolution from Sweden and Norway. 
have combined in their resolution and the gist of it is ‘Night work 
should be prohibited for men and women except in cases where 
it is absolutely indispensable.’ ’” 

“The Czecho-Slovak resolution says: ‘In so far as night work 
is concerned we recommend that the prohibition with only the 
most urgent exceptions should apply not only to women but to 
men also.’ 

“France states: ‘Night work from eight at night to six in 
the morning shall be forbidden except in case of great necessity 
and for technical reasons and for both men and women.’ ” 


Madam Kjerlsberg, delegate from Norway, then said: 


“In Norway we have no special laws that forbid women to 
work during the night except those who are pregnant. We have 
not since 1892 and the laws have been revised to 1909 and 1915 
and it was before Parliament to put in the special prohibition laws 
for women. I cannot tell how it will go next time * * * but I 
know the opinion of the women of Norway after we have been 
enfranchised. * *~* I want to have the night work for- 
bidden both for men, women and the little ones.” 


“Whereas, women need as much opportunities as possible 
in the labor market and whereas night work ought to be pro- 
hibited for men and women except in cases where it is absolutely 
indispensable and whereas the Berne Convention of 1906 was 
held at a time when women were not enfranchised and could 
have no voice on legislation ; : | 

“Resolved, that there should be no international special pro- 
— laws for women except in case of pregnancy and nursing 
of infants.” 4 
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ADAM STYCHOVA, delegate 
from Czecho-Slovakia, then 


Mrs. Schwartz, delegate from the United States, then presented a 
resolution on the prohibition of night work, as follows: 


Mrs. Raymond Robbins, of the United States, who presided at the 
Congress, then said: 


Later in the discussion the following resolution was presented to the 
Congress by Dr. Sundquist of Sweden: 


= 
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NOW, REALLY 


AX STERN, writing in the San Francisco Daily News, says: 
“What's hecome of the feminist movement? 

The same thing that happened to the abolitionist movement, the 
prohibition movement and a thousand and one other movements of 
history. It’s stopped being a movement because it has arrived.” 

Charming, and very flattering, we say; but as far from the truth 
as the earth is from Jupiter. 

The feminist movement has arrived, has it? Page the National 
Woman’s Party! “Arrived,” says Mr. Stern, when the discrimina- 
tions against women run up into the thousands, when all the topping 
jobs are reserved for men only, and women are welfared out of even 
the humblest positions. 

Mr. Stern makes us laugh; the kind of laugh a hungry tiger 
wears when it’s waiting in the jungle. But we will arrive sometime, 
and then Mr. Stern and lots of other nice gentlemen will see the 
difference. 


SILENCE GIVES CONSENT 


O any decent woman there is nothing more startling or horrible 
than the thought of houses of ill-fame, where the bodies of 
girls and women are sold to satisfy the lust of men. The very idea 
of this infamy is so revolting that most women thrust it from them, 
refusing to relate it to reality. Yet day after day, and night after 
night, men of education and culture, yes, of careful and tender up- 
bringing, visit such houses and pay money for the privilege of embracing 
these soiled and diseased bodies. 

Put so, bluntly and plainly, there is, we confess, something inde- 
cent in the very statement, but facts are facts, and while good 
women stand aloof, or clothe immorality in vague clouds of roman- 
tisism, the brothel continues to drive its shameful trade and thou- 
sands upon thousands of girls are annually offered up to the sacrifice. 

You shrug your shoulders, perhaps. You say, “What can I do? 
‘The whole thing is beyond my province.” But is this really true, 
cannot every decent woman do something toward stopping the un- 
epeakable traffic? 

To answer this question it is necessary to examine the funda- 
mental causes of the social evil. From time immemorial there has 
existed in civilized communities a double standard of morals. Con- 
duct which was visited with the utmost censure in the case of 


Equal Rights 


women, was openly tolerated on the part of men. Why? Surely 
not because men and women are so markedly different in their sexual 
proclivities as to necessitate a dual standard. This would be a bio- 
logical anachronism too great to be believed, and is directly negatived 
by the findimgs of science. Moreover, if it were really true, that,men 
suffer a sexual necessity, making the degradation of women essential 
to the preservation of the health of men, prostitution would, by the 
enlightened, be recognized as a useful trade, virtuous in proportion 
to the sacrifice. 


No; the answer to the question lies elsewhere. Two factors 
have heretofore conspired to bring about the social evil: first, the 
domination of men in the social, political and economic world, and 
second, the absorption of women in domesticity. ._ The sharp line 
drawn between the spheres of the two sexes has in the past rendered 
women impotent beyond their. thresholds, and has permitted men to 
control almost completely the activities of the larger world. Being 
dependent upon men for their own and their children’s living, women 
have been forced to regulate their conduct in accordance with their 
masters’ wishes; but men, having the whip hand, have been under no 
such compulsion. 

The sexual ethics of the past conspicuously represent the wishes 
of men only—that is the very essence of the double standard and the 
tap root of the social evil. Heretofore the demands of women in mat- 
ters of sex have not even been phrased—indeed, they are still more 
or less incoherent. 


In all modern consideration of the subject two conflicting points of 
view are apparent, the man’s and the woman’s. As the emancipation 
of women progresses the woman’s viewpoint emerges. Today it is 
as if two streams from opposite directions had met, causing innumer- 
able eddies. Public opinion swings round and round like a ship in a 
whirlpool. Measures that are advanced to check the social evil lack 
balance and purpose; they bear within themselves the seeds of their 
own ineffectiveness. The latest resolution of the League of Nations 
Advisory Committee on the traffic in women and children is a case 
in point. It expresses the hope that “Pending the abolition of the 
system” of State regulated vice the governments of those countries 
which have “licensed houses” will prohibit the employment of foreign 
women in their “Maisons tolérées.” The verbal purpose of this reso- 
l:tion is to check the international traffic in women, but the actual 
effect of such a measure would be to give silent consent to the estab- 
jishment of brothels under certain conditions. 


For intelligent adults to imagine that such a resolution could in 
practice be carried through, or that it would be of any significant 
value if it were made effective, is to discredit human reason. ‘Vhat 
matters it whether a girl is of this or that nationality? The point 
is that the trafic in women must cease, and that cannot be accom- 
plished while a double standard of morals is tolerated. 

Now to come back to the question, what can decent women do 
individually to check the social evil? The answer is plain. Join the 
National Women’s Party. Work unceasingly for the full emancipa- 
tion of women. Only when women are really free, financially, 
socially, politically, will they be able to impress their viewpoint on 
the body politic. 

There is no direct approach to the problem of the social evil. 
It is based on the subordination of women, and cannot be solved until 
equal rights is a matter of every-day living. 


ON WITH THE REVOLUTION: 


oe ISHIMOTO writes that the women of Japan have 
launched a women’s property campaign. Under the old law 
women cannot hold any property, and Japanese women are beginning 
to realize that this is a serious inconvenience. It is interesting to see 
this old fight that has been fought to a finish in England, America 
and other countries, coming to the fore in the Orient. Surely the femi- 
nist movement is international, reflecting itself in every land the sun 
shines on. Strange, that it has taken women so long to resent being 


regarded as chattels! 


Mina BR. Allender 
Brenge, d Benedict 
Kiaine Carrington 


June 23, 1923 


LUCRETIA MOTT---1792-1880 


By Carot A. Renriscn, Member of the California Bar. 


HERE is not a great deal of novelty under the sun, and a little re- 
search often proves that suggestions which the conservative regard 
as particularly new are in reality of a pedigree sufficiently ancient to be 


quite honorable. 


On July 20th the Woman’s Party Conference at Seneca Falls, New 
York, will formally commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
calling in 1848 of the first Woman’s Rights Convention, through the cour- 
age and inspiration of Lucretia Mott. The business sessions of the con- 
ference will in themselves be little more than a modern expression and 
continuation of the crusading spirit of that Founder of the feminist move- 
ment in America. 


Lucretia Mott throughout her long life was an unswerving believer in 
complete equal rights for women in every possible field. In her views she 
was as sane and as matter of fact as she was advanced. Writing in 1850, 
she demanded equality of opportunity as we demand it today. “The wrongs 
of women have too long slumbered. * * Let them be clearly pointed 
out in your convention; and then not ask as a favor, but demand as right, 
that every civil and ecclesiastical obstacle be removed out of the way.” 


Endowed as she was with a strong and original mind, a keen sense 
of justice, a fearless spirit and a gift of tongue, Lucretia Mott owed 
something to the accident of birth and the lottery of marriage. The de- 
scendant of a long line of Quakers she had the good fortune to grow up 
in the only society of her time which admitted in practice the equality of 
women. Addressing the National Equal Rights Convention in New York 
in 1867, she said, “Being a native of the island of Nantucket, where women 
were thought something of, and had some -connection with the business 
arrangements of life, as well as with their homes, I grew up so thoroughly 
imbued with woman’s rights that it was the most important question of 
my life from a very early day.” Unlike the great majority of the women 
of her time she was a practised public speaker, the right to preach and 
to take part in discussion in the Society of Friends being open to women 
as well as to men. Her husband, James Mott, was also a Quaker and a 
champion of just causes. 


- SAHE beginning of the anti-slavery agitation found Lucretia Mott already 

middle-aged, the mother of five children, and an “acknowledged minis- 
ter” in the Society of Friends. In 1833 a convention to form a National 
Anti-Slavery Society met in Philadelphia. This cause was then an unpopu- 
_,jar and dangerous one with which to be associated. At the opening of the 
convention, Lucretia Mott did much to strengthen the resolution of those 
who were inclined to falter. “Right principles,” she said, “are stronger 
than great names. If our principles are right, why should we be cowards? 
Why should we wait for those who have never had the courage to main- 
tain the inalienable right of the slave?” Mrs. Mott also suggested several 
changes in the wording of the declaration drawn up at this. convention 
and her suggestions were accepted. “When the members were asked for 
their signature, * * ™* Thomas Shipley said that before signing, it 
would be well to consider, as it would bring down on their heads terrible 
persecutions and great losses in their business relations. * * * The 
moment Mr. Shipley ceased speaking, Lucretia, in a brave inspiring tone, 
said to her husband, ‘James, put down thy name,’ which he quickly did, 
joining in the general smile of satisfaction.” — 

Immediately after this convention, a “Female Anti-Slavery Society” 
was formed, and Mrs. Mott was its president throughout most of its ex- 
istence. Some idea of the part played by her in the anti-slavery agitation 
_ may be derived from the account of Mary Grew, secretary of the Society. 
“In these perilous periods, Mrs. Mott proved her fidelity to her prin- 
ciples of non-resistance as well as her anti-slavery faith. Self-possessed 
and unshrinking in the stormiest scenes, a mob howling around the house, 
assailing its windows with stones or clamoring within its walls, scattering 
vitriol among the audience, leaping upon the platform, drowning the voices 
of the speakers in their own mad cries; she held fast to her integrity, never 
compromising in the slightest degree a principle and never giving her con- 


sent that the protection of the police should be asked for the maintenance 
of our rights.” 


HEN the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Association of London 
| issued in 1839 its call for a general international conference teopen 
in London on June 12, 1840, the Massachusetts and Pennsylvania Anti- 
Slavery Societies sent both men and women delegates, James and Lucretia 
Mott being among those sent from Pennsylvania. When they reached Lon- 
don the Women delegates were excluded from participation in the con- 
vention. The tone of Mrs. Mott’s London diary indicates that she was by 
no means crushed by this assertion of male supremacy. “O’Connell, excel- 
lent and amusing, came to us; thanked him for pleading our cause, but 
rejected complimentary speeches in lieu of robbed rights.” “Charles 
Stuart’s mind was swallowed up in the littleness of putting down women.” 

An English contemporary account, speaking of Lucretia Mott says, 
“She is a thin, petite, dark-complexioned woman, about 50 years of age. 
She has striking intellectual features and bright vivacious eyes. * * * 
Some have thought that although the ladies were defeated by a large 
majority of votes, the weight of argument was much in their favor. We 
shall not discuss the question here, as to whether it is right for women to — 
take an active and prominent part with their brethren in promoting philan- 
thropic objects; but we shall take the liberty to express our wish that 
half the temper, fullness of mind, warmth of heart, distinctness of utter- 
ance, facility of elucidation, and vivacity of manners which distinguish 
Lucretia Mott, had been the gift of nine-tenths of the gentlemen who 
raised their voices in the convention.” 

_ Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott met in London for the | 
first time. Mrs. Stanton found Mrs. Mott a “revelation.” From her, she 
learned that it was possible for women to speak in public and to take 
part with men in public affairs without losing any of the renowned attri- 
butes of womanhood. Here the two discussed the possibility of holding a 
Woman's Rights Convention upon their return to America—a plan which 
reached fruition in 1848, when they happened to meet again in Seneca 
Falls, New York, and there called the first Woman’s Rights Convention. _ 

James Mott was chosen president of this convention, and Lucretia 
Mott made the opening statement. The Declaration of Sentiments, drafted 
by Mrs. Mott, Mrs. Stanton, Martha Wright and Mary Ann McClintock, 
and adopted at this convention covers the inequalities forced by men upon 
women with exemplary thoroughness. 

For more than thirty years, Lucretia Mott was a mainstay of the 
feminist cause, giving help and encouragement in every possible way, and 
wherever it was most needed. She presided at numerous conventions, — 
notably at that in Syracuse in 1852, the first convention attended by Susan 
B. Anthony; and at the first Washington convention, held in 1869, when 
Lucretia Mott was seventy-seven years of age. 


N 1866 the Eleventh National Woman’s Rights Convention met in New 

York City. This was the first convention after the Civil War, and 
at it, for the first time, attention was focused on the suffrage question, 
through the agitation then going on for the negro vote. At this con- 
vention, the American Equal Rights Association was formed, and Mrs. 
Stanton, to whom the presidency was offered, asked that it be given to 
Lucretia Mott in order that the memory of its first occupant might for- 
ever make the office sacred to all, Mrs. Mott was accordingly unanimously 
elected first president of the American Equal Rights Association, although 
her advanced age prevented her actually fulfilling all of the duties of that 
office. 

At the age of 86, Lucretia Mott attended and spoke at the Woman 
Suffrage Convention in Rochester, and in the following year, on the | 
occasion of the St. Louis Woman Suffrage Convention, she wrote to 
Susan B. Anthony: “It would need no urgent appeal to draw me to St. 
Louis had I the strength for the journey. You will have no need of my 
worn-out powers. Our cause itself has become sufficiently attractive.” 

In addition to her feminist and anti-slavery activities, Mrs. Mott was 
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actively interested in the Free Religious Association and in the cause of 
Universal Peace. For many years she suffered for her convictions, but 
she lived long enough to witness the progress of many of her cherished 
causes from outlawry to varying degrees of popularity. In her last 
years she was one of the great popular idols. 

Writing shortly after her death, Elizabeth Cady Stanton says: “The 
name of Lucretia Mott represents more fully than any other in the nine- 
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teenth century the sum of all womanly virtues. As wife, mother, friend, 
she was marked for her delicate sentiments, warm affections, and stead- 
fast loyalty ; as housekeeper for her rigid economy, cleanliness, order and 
exhaustiess patience with servants and children; as neighbor for justice 
and honor in all her dealings; as teacher, even at the early age of 15, 
for her skill and faithful perseverance. Very great has been the acknowl- 
edged power of Lucretia Mott.”’ 


_ PLANS FOR SENECA FALLS AND ROCHESTER 


HE enthusiastic co-operatiog which 

the cities of Seneca Falls and 
Rochester have offered to the Woman's 
Party in its memorial meetings on July 
20th, 21st and 22nd, has led to certain 
alterations in the original program, in 
order to enable the conference to accept 
the hospitality of these two cities. The 
revised plan includes the following fea- 
tures, 

Upon the evening of July 20th the 
Conference will be officially welcomed by 
the Mayor of Seneca Falls. On this 
occasion, the city officials and the heads 
of all of the women’s clubs will be in 
the receiving line. 

The morning and afternoon of the 
21st will be devoted to business meetings, 
as originally planned. For the evening, 
an impressive and beautiful memorial 
ceremony has been planned. A pro- 
cessional, led by the standard bearers of 
the Woman’s Party, will file out of the 
Episcopalian Church and encircle the 
audience, which will be grouped on the 
banks of the Seneca River, facing two 
platforms. Five hundred girls carrying 
purple, white and gold banners, and wear- 
ing the surplices of the Woman's Party, 
will form the main body of this pro- 
cessional, When all have reached their 
places, the lights will reveal the higher 
platform, showing a group costumed to 
recall the convention of 1848. There 
will be represented James Mott, presiding 
officer of the first convention; Lucretia 
Mott, Martha Wright and Mary Ann 
McClintock in their Quaker costumes, 
and other of the leading spirits of 1848. 
The speakers at this ceremony will be 


HAT the veneration in which Susan B. Anthony 
was held in her own community has not lessened 


since her death is proved by the enthusiasm with which 
the City of Rochester has welcomed the Woman’s 
Party project for a memorial celebration at her grave 
in Mount Hope Cemetery. The following letters from 
the Mayor of Rochester and from the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce indicate the extent to which the 
city has fallen in with the plans of the Woman’s Party : 


“Dear Miss Paul: 

“In behalf of the City of Rochester it gives me sincere 
pleasure to welcome your organization to participate in the 
memorial service to be held at the grave of Susan B. 
Anthony in Mt. Hope Cemetery on Sunday, July 22. 

“Rochester's pride in having been the residence of Miss 
Anthony for so many years has grown with the passing of 
time, and it seems particularly fitting that this city should 
play an important part in the tribute to the memory of that 
noble woman, whose efforts were fraught with such bene- 
fit to our citizenry. 

“Assuring you of our desire to co-operate to the fullest 
extent in this expression of appreciation, I beg to remain, 

“Sincerely yours, 
“C. D. Van ZANDT, 
“Mayor.” 


“Dear Miss Paul: 

“It is a happy suggestion that, following the anniversary 
gathering of your organization at Seneca Falls, N. Y., there 
be held in Rochester, July 22, a memorial service at the 
grave of Susan B. Anthony in Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

“The officers of the Rochester Chamber welcome this 
opportunity to do tribute to the memory of this great 


~ woman who spent so many of her years in our city and 


who died and was buried here, and it is their hope and the 
hope of Mayor Van Zandt that your organization will be 
pleased to approve and co-operate. 

“It is proposed that automobiles be sent to Seneca Falls 
to convey your delegates to our city and that there be a 
parade from Genesee Valley Park, the nearest point of 
assembly, and that the speaking shall consist of brief re- 
marks by our Mayor, a short address by a speaker repre- 
senting this community, and an address by a member of 
your organization. 

“Please let us know your pleasure at the earliest moment, 
as the time of preparation for so important a matter is none 
too long. “Very truly yours, 

“Louis Fou.xes, 
“President.” 


HE impressive ceremony planned 
for July 22nd at Rochester should 
excite national interest. It is expected 
that thousands will witness the ceremonies 
and take part in the pilgrimage to the 
grave. The Mayor and city officials of 
Rochester and friends and relatives of 
Miss Anthony will lead the procession. © 
The Woman’s Party delegation will fol- 
low, carrying at their head the same three 
banners which will lead the processional 
at Seneca Falls. One of these banners 
will bear the last words spoken in public 
by Susan B. Anthony: “Failure is im- 
possible.” This motto has not been used 
before on the Woman’s Party banners. 
Another will bear the inscription: 
“Forward Out of Darkness 
Leave Behind the Night, 
Forward Out of Error 
Forward Into Light.” 
This is the banner carried by Inez Mil- 
holland at the first suffrage parade in 
America, and used at every subsequent 
parade. It was again carried by Miss 
Milholland when she rode at the head of 
the first Woman’s Party procession in 
Washington on March 3, 1913. On the 
third banner will be inscribed Walt Whit- 
man’s lines: 
“Without Extinction Is Liberty 
Without Retrograde Is Equality.” 
This banner was used continually by the 
suffrage pickets and at the demonstra- 
tions of} the Woman’s Party during the 
Suffrage fight. 


OLLOWING the three standard- 
bearers, will march groups repre- 
senting professions and causes which 


Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, who will preside; Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont and 
Miss Josephine Casey. At the conclusion of the speaking, the choir will 
recommence its singing, and the recessional will return to the church in 
reverse order. 

For Sunday, the 22nd, the plan to motor through the lake region 
has been changed, and the conference will, instead, motor to Rochester 
in cars provided by the city of Rochester, to make a pilgrimage to the 
grave of Susan B. Anthony. 

For the past seventeen years, certain of the women of Rochester who 
were friends and followers of Miss Anthony have made it a custom 
to decorate and tend her grave. The ceremony of July 22nd, how- 
ever, will be the first occasion since Miss Anthony’s burial in 1906, in 
which representative men and women from all over the country will as- 
semble to honor her as one of the greatest Americans. It is the aim of 
the Woman’s Party to arouse in the nation at large the same pride in its 
noble women that it now takes in its famous men. 


owe a debt of gratitude to Miss Anthony for her untiring work for them 
during her lifetime. Here will ke represented teachers, students, lawyers, 
doctors, business women, musicians, nurses, artists, authors, journalists, 
women in industry, women’s clubs, temperance workers, and the negro 
race. Next will come representatives of the civic bodies of Rochester, 
followed by Woman’s Party delegations from every State ‘in the Union. 
Fach of the representative groups and of the state delegations will carry a 
banner, and a wreath inscribed with some sentiment expressive of appre- 
ciation of Miss Anthony’s work. At the grave a few words will be 
spoken by Mayor Van Zandt, by a representative of the city of Rochester 
and by a representative of the Woman’s Party. | 

As each pilgrim passes the grave, she will place upon it, as a tribute, 
either a flower or a wreath. A choir will be stationed at the grave, and the 
file of pilgrims will be preceded by musicians playing upon harps and 
flutes. 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


HE following message from the Rhode Island Branch of the 
Woman’s Party was sent to National Headquarters by the Rhode 
Island Chairman, Mrs. James W. Algeo: 


“*We have fought a good fight, we have kept the faith,’ 
nevertheless not one of our twenty-two Equal Rights Bills 
materialized into law before the. Rhode Island legislature 
adjourned at 7.00 A. M. on June 9th, after the longest and 
hottest session in its history. 

“Some weeks ago the Equal Guardianship Bill passed 
the Senate with flying colors and we had confidently hoped 
that the House would do the same. Representative James 
Lavander marshalled his ‘protective’ forces—because we had 
worked against his 48-hour bill applying to women and chil- 
dren only—and killed the bill in the Judiciary Committee. 

“However, our Legislative Committee. which, under the 
direction of Mrs. Fred S. Fenner, has been on the job every 
day from January 2nd to June 8th, has some definite results to 
the good. It assisted in killing the 48-hour bill applying to 
women and children only, in behalf of which ‘our protectors’ 
waged a bitter warfare. We are hoping next year that a bill 
for ‘persons’ will be adopted by all of the warring elements. 
Our party also helped to defeat the bill which would have 
abolished night work for women only. Most important of 
all, we have brought our program for the legal equality of 
women before the Legislature and the public so that by care- 
ful study between now and next Jjanuary, when this same 
legislature reconvenes, we shall be in a position to introduce 
our bills on the first day and carefully nurse them through 
the session. Judging by the promises of our members, next 
year will be a fruitful one in raising present standards.” 


Illinois Rejects Equal Rights Legislation. 


RS. SUSAN LAWRENCE GEHRMANN, Legislative Chairman 

of the Illinois Branch of the Woman's Party, who has been in 
charge of the legislative campaign in Illinois, wires to National 
Headquarters that the Senate had failed to pass the four specific bills 
introduced by the Woman’s Party. One of these bills provided that 
women teachers in public schools should receive the same compensa- 
tion as men holding the same certificates. Another of the bills gave 
the mother the same right as the father in the appointment of a 
guardian for their child. A third bill provided that a married woman 
should sue for her own personal injury, and that the damages recov- 


ered should be her own personal property. The fourth bill provided 


that women shall have equal right with men in the administration of 
estates. Mrs. Gehrmann also states that the Equal Rights bill was 
defeated in the Senate by a vote of seventeen against the bill and 
sixteen for the bill, and that seventeen of those present did not vote. 
The House Judiciary Committee reported the bill out with the recom- 
mendation that it should not pass. 


Keystone State Passes Equality Bills 


ISS MARTHA SOUDER, member of the National Council of 

the Woman’s Party, who*has been in Pennsylvania for the 
past two months assisting that branch with their legislative and 
organization campaign, writes to National Headquarters: 


“I am very happy over the State Branch work. At our 
regular monthly meeting, held last Thursday, Mrs. Manly- 
Power did splendidly as Chairman, and the new secretary, 
Miss Franck, will be excellent, I am quite sure. 

“Resolutions on the subject of the vice investigation 
were adopted, as were resolutions concerning women on the 
Board of Prison Inspectors. We also took up the question 
of women candidates at the fall elections.” 


Miss Ella Riegel, Legislative Chairman of the Pennsylvania 
Branch of the Woman’s Party, who, together with Miss Souder and 
Mrs. Manly-Power, of Philadelphia, has heen in Harrisburg conduct- 
ing the Pennsylvania legislative campaign, wires to National Head- 


quarters that three of the Equal Rights bills have been signed by the 
Governor and two have passed the House and are now before the 
Governor. 


One of these bills which has now become a law makes the effects 
of a divorce the same for the wife as for the husband. Before this 
bill was signed the husband had greater advantages than the wife, 
under certain circumstances. 


Another of the bills which the Governor has signed gives the 
mother equal right with the father in the appointment of a testa- 
mentary guardian for their child; formerly the father had greater 
rights than the mother in this respect. 


A third bill, which the Governor has signed, provides that the 
domicile of a married woman for the purpose of voting or holding 
office shall be determined as if she were unmarried. Before the sign- 
ing of this bill, a wife’s domicile depended upon her husband’s. 


Two bills, one giving the wife equal right with the husband in 
obtaining divorce, the other giving a married woman the right to 
choose her own settlement, have passed the House and are now 
before the Governor. 


Goins Now Members 


RS. JOHN D. WILKINSON, of Shreveport, Louisiana, Chair- 

man of the Louisiana Branch of the Woman’s Party, is now 
visiting at National Headquarters before leaving for Europe. Mrs. 
Wilkinson reports a decided increase in the membership of Louisiana. 
A form letter has been sent out to the entire membership, calling 
attention to the Seneca Falls Conference and giving notice of a State 
Convention of the members of the Louisiana Branch, which is to be 
held in October, after Mrs. Wilkinson's return from abroad. 


New York Organization Continuss to Grow 


LEVEN councils are now in the process of organization in New 

York. These are the Dental, Homemakers, Industrial, Physicians, 
Government Workers, Lawyers, Authors, Journalists, Scientists and 
Sculptors. 


The Dental Council has confirmed by election the appointment of 
its Chairman, Dr. Louise C. Ball. 

A committee from each council is preparing a platform, covering 
the discriminations within that group, and the methods for the re- 
moval of those disabilities, which will be ready for the next meeting 
to be held in the early autumn. 

It is interesting to note what attention the Legislative Campaign 
of the past year. has attracted in commercial as well as political cir- 
cles. Witness an invitation to address the convention of the New 
York State Title Writers’ Association, to be held at the Hotel Statler, 
Buffalo, N. Y., on June 22d and 23d. 

Mrs. L. E. Whittic, of Syracuse, Acting Vice-Chairman for New 
York State, will address the convention on the National Woman’s 
Party bills which affect real estate or real estate transfers. 


Garden Party Given for Louisiana Chairman 


HE first of the series of garden meetings to be given by the 


District of Columbia Branch of the Woman’s Party was held 
in the gardens of the National Headquarters last Wednesday evening, 
when a reception was given in honor of Mrs. J. D. Wilkinson, Lou- 
isiana Chairman of the Woman’s Party. After a talk from Mrs. 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Lucy Shaw, Chairman of the District of Columbia 
Committee of the Woman’s Party, announced plans for the District 
of Columbia delegation to the Seneca Falls Conference. 
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N June 1, 1923, a victory was 
won for women in the Govern- 


Treasury Department announced the 
appointment of three women on its 
departmental Personnel Classification 
Board. The duties of this board are to review all allocations and efh- 


ciency ratings of employees, to hear all complaints and to reviseé the allo- 


cations and ratings. Miss Laura M. Berrien, Miss Katherine Pike and 
Miss Rene Barr were the three women appointed to serve on this board. 
They are the first women ever appointed to such duties in the Treasury 
Department. Miss Berrien is chairman of the Government Workers’ Coun- 
cil of the Woman’s Party and Miss Katherine Pike is a Founder of the 
Organization. 

This is practically the first time that women have been appointed to a 


-Personnel Board anywhere in the Government. Their presence on the 


Personnel Board of the Treasury will make it inypossible for officials to 


continue to deny recognition and promotion to women as a class. There 


is at last established a means for securing equal work and equal pay for 


women in the Treasury. 


GOVERNMENT WORKERS MAKE PROGRESS 


By Mary Pittman, 


Secretary of the Government Workers’ Cowncil of the 
Woman’s Party. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


Equal Righte 


HE Government Workers’ Coun- 

cil of the Woman’s Party was or- 
ganized in October, 1922, to work for 
equal consideration and recognition of 
women in the Federal Government 
Service. It announced in emphatic 
terms its protest against the existing general practice of discriminating 
against women in Government service, and it proposed a practical remedy 
for these discriminations. Its third plank is: 

“That there shall be a special Board or Committee in every subdivision 
of each Department and independent organization, on which women shall 
have equal representation with men to fix salaries, and to pass on all re- 
organizations, investigations, appointments, assignments, ratings, promo- 
tions, demotions, transfers and dismissals.”’ 

Much work has been done by the Council in peecentiog the true con- 
ditions under which women serve in the Federal Government departments, 
and in urging immediate correction of these conditions. This victory in 
the Treasury Department gives hope that a similar step toward establish- 
ing equality between men and women will be taken in all departments of 
the Federal Government. 


every woman can be sure to find here just the shoes she wants at the price wants. 
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